SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
March 12, 2017 9:00am
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

10711 Paramount Boulevard

Downey, California 90241

(562) 923-1215
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Worship God – Grow in Faith – Love Our Neighbors
Sunday Worship 9:00 am

Youth & Adult Bible Study 10:30 am

  Toddler Praise and Play for 1-5 year olds 10:30 am
www.messiahlutherandowney.com

Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer, Pastor


brucepeffer@sbcglobal.net








new cell phone: 562-454-7330


Gail Weinrich, Office Administrator

messiahdowney@gmail.com
Second Sunday in Lent

March 12, 2017   


9:00AM

A Ministry Card is in the hymnal holder in front of you.  Visitors are encouraged to fill it out so that we can send you a note of welcome.  Members and visitors alike may also use this card to make prayer requests.  Please pass the card to the center during the offering to be picked up by the ushers.  (Please do not put it in the offering plate so that it does not end up in the wrong place.)

Nursery and Activity Bags Available – We do have an unstaffed nursery available for parents of young children or infants who happen to need it.  Kids of all ages are eagerly welcomed in worship, but the facility is there when you need it.  We also have “Quiet Bags” containing children’s activities in the entryway to the sanctuary.  Please return the bags after service. 

Sunday School Opportunities:  After service (at 10:30) we offer Youth & Adult Bible Study opportunities which encompass all age groups, plus Toddler Praise and Play for 1-5 year olds.
Assisted Listening Device: are available, please contact an elder or ask an usher as you enter the church.

The Lord's Supper: We offer the choice of either wine or white grape juice, the grape juice is located in the center of the communion tray.
Adult Bible Study: on Sunday will meet in the Parish Hall each week.
Weekday Bible Study: are meeting again on Fridays, at 3 pm in the Parish Hall. 
Pastoral Need: if you have a need for Pastor Peffer you can call him on his cell at 562-454-7330.  
Prayer Circle: meets on Wednesday at 5:00 pm here at church.

PRESERVICE MUSIC
PRELUDE           


All Glory be to God on High   
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ PREPARATION +
HYMN OF INVOCATION  

O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts Desire             LSB 553
INVOCATION 

Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
Amen.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSORY  
Pastor:

Lord God, we have gathered in your presence to hear your Word, to be 


convicted of sin, to be released from guilt and to be empowered for 


newness of life.    

People: 
Please open our ears, overcome our defenses, forgive our sins, and 


continue to pour forth your Holy Spirit.  

Pastor:
 
If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People: 
But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  

Pastor: 

Let us therefore confess to God, praying for forgiveness, grace and 


transformation.   

Silence for reflection
CONFESSION AND ABSLOUTION
Pastor:
Dear Lord,
ALL: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  


We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our 


whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 


deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 



Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 


that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 


holy name.  Amen.  
Pastor: 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all yours sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 


by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 


Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:
Amen!

PSALM OF THE DAY (read responsibly, by half verse)



        Psalm 121
KYRIE  (spoken)







     LSB 168-169

Pastor:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 


God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

People:
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: 

The Lord be with you.

People: 
And also with you.

Pastor: 

Let us pray:     


O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.  By your mighty 


power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and 


from all evil thoughts that may  assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 


Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.
People:
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE (please greet those immediately around you)
Please be seated  

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: 



   

         Genesis 12:1-9 ESV pg. 8
(All readings and page numbers are taken from the ESV Bible in the pews)
Elder:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE READING:



           
        Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 ESV pg. 941
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!
CHILDREN'S HYMN







    LSB 605 vs. 1

Refrain:

Father welcomes all His children



To His family through His Son.



Father giving His salvation,



Life forever has been won.

Verse

Little children, come to Me,



For My kingdom is of these.



Life and love I have to give,



Mercy for your sin.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel
LENTEN VERSE








             LSB 173
All Sing: 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 


anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.

HOLY GOSPEL:





  
          John 3:1-17 ESV pg. 887
Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the third chapter.
People:
Glory to You, O Lord.
Pastor:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:
Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated
HYMN OF THE DAY

I Stand Amazed (How Marvelous)

Verse 1

I stand amazed in the presence

Of Jesus the Nazarene

And wonder how He could love me

A sinner condemned unclean

Chorus

Singing, how marvelous how wonderful

And my song shall ever be

How marvelous how wonderful

Is my Savior's love for me

Verse 2

He took my sins and my sorrows

He made them His very own

He bore the burden to Calvary

And suffered and died alone

Chorus

Verse 3

And with the ransomed in glory

His face I last shall see

It will be my joy through the ages

To sing of His love for me

Chorus

CCLI Song # 4674207Charles Hutchinson Gabriel | Chris Tomlin© sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 2829025

SERMON            

“God So Loved the World”

   Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer
SERMON TEXT






      

      John 3:1-17
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

OFFERING  (Please do not put the white attendance cards in the offering plate)
OFFERTORY   


Create in Me 

Refrain

Create in me a clean heart

And purify me 

Create in me a clean heart

So I may worship Thee

Verse 

Cast me not away from Thy presence

Please don’t take Your Spirit from me

And restore the joy of salvation

So that I may worship Thee

Refrain 
Music by Donnie McClurkin and Richard Schmieg
Please rise
DOXOLOGY                                                         




LSB 805



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;



Praise Him, all creatures here below;



Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

Lord, in your mercy,


People: 
Hear our prayer. 

LORD'S PRAYER

People:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 


bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 


against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 


Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  


Amen.
BENEDICTION 






                       Numbers 6:24-26
Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord make His face shine on you



and be gracious to you.



The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
People:
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing              

LSB 924
RINGING OF THE BELLS

(At the close of the services 3 bells are tolled. Please use this opportunity to reflect on your worship of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.)
SENDING

Pastor:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE:


One Thing Remains
Prayers  
Thanksgiving Requests

Kumar, friend of Lorena Genovez, recovering from surgery, Betty Curl for many blessings.

Health and Healing

For all those struggling with cancer, including Louis Force, brother of Cindy Hem, suffering from kidney, pancreatic and liver cancer .

For health, and healing for all who are weak, hospitalized, in poor health or in pain, including: David Rennegarbe, brother of Anne Krause, recovering from leg surgery, Leroy Pabst slowly recovering from a stroke, Marlene Gaw's nephew Paul Moreno Jr. with a eating disorder and Krystal Martin from Marlene's school who needs a liver donor, Leona Swanson, Carol Kuttim in the hospital, Thelma Hawkins, Lenora Schuricht, Gus Ibanez, Ardith Chandler, and for those who are home bound, Cliff (and Dixie) Jensen and Judith (and Richard) Manis.

Special Requests

For Pastor Mark Jennings as returned to the pulpit on Ash Wednesday after 4 weeks since his quadruple bypass.
Announcements 
The altar flowers are given by Betty Curl and Dave in memory of Elaine Lopez from her family for all the joy and that beautiful smile she gave the world.  We miss you and we love you.  

Newsletter:  Additional copies of the March newsletter are available in the narthex if you did not receive one or would like to have an additional copy.

Missing Page:  Page 5 of the directory is missing from the table in the narthex.  If your name falls between Manis and Romero please check the new page to ok or make corrections even if you had already done so. 

Church Directory: It’s time to update your address, phone numbers, and email for the new directory.  In the narthex you will find a print out of names, addresses, phone numbers and emails, please check to see if all of your information is correct.  If it is correct please put OK by your name, if you need to make a correction or add information please PRINT the information on the sheet by your name.  Please  do not write over any of the information.

Lenten Services: Wednesdays through April 5 be sure and plan to join us for Dinner and a Devo.  Dinner will be soup supper from 5 to 6 pm and then devotions from 6 to 6:30 pm.

Hope to see you there and bring a friend.
Council Meeting: on Thursday, March 16 at 7pm.

Trinity Christian School:  is hosting an Open House on Friday, March 17 from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm.  Here is your opportunity to hear about their school and what they offer.  There is a brochures and flyers in the narthex if you are interested or know someone who might be. 

How the Reformation Changed Music: is a "conversation concert" being presented by First Friends Church in Whittier on Saturday, March 18 at 4:00 pm.  Please check the flyer or take a postcard that is in the narthex for more information.
LWML News; Our next LWML planning meeting will be March 19 (a change from March 26) in the parish hall at 11:30 am
Easter Lily Orders: If you would like to order a lily for Easter please use the flower envelope for ordering or the form from the newsletter.  There are also envelopes in the narthex for you to use.  Please print the information and return it with your check for $8.00 per plant.  All orders with payment must be received by next Sunday, March 19.
Car needed:  If you have a good used car that you would like to sell, please contact Beth who is in the market for a car.
Youth Group:  Meets on Friday, March 24 location to be determined.  Bring a friend!

Coffee Signups for 2017: We are looking for coffee hosts for 2017.  If you would like to be a coffee host you can sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.  
New Flower Chart for 2017:.  There are several openings for flowers for March and the next several months.   If you would like to contribute flowers for the altar, please print the information on the chart and indicate the occasion.
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Messiah Lutheran Church

10711 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, Ca. 90241-4366

Phone (562) 923-1215   

www.messiahlutherandowney.com

Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer, Pastor


 cell phone: 562-454-7330  









brucepeffer@sbcglobal.net


Gail Weinrich, Office Administrator

messiahdowney@gmail.com
The Week of: 03/12/17

Today


9:00 am

Worship Service 







Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 







Toddler Praise and Play 

Wednesday


5:00-6:00 pm

Dinner - soup supper




6:00-6:30 pm

Devo




5:00 pm

Prayer Group

Thursday


7:00 pm

Council Meeting
Friday


3:00 pm

Bible Study

Next Sunday


9:00 am

Communion Service 




10:30 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 









Toddler Praise and Play 
Assisting in God’s Worship Today 

Elders:


Ray Miraya
Lectors:


June Galipeau-Miraya
Ushers:


Ed Horton & Neil Ohman
Greeter:


Ed Horton
Also Serving:


Lore Page & Barbara Brown
Altar Care:


Betty Curl

Coffee Hosts:

Cindy Hem

Organist:


Angela Teague

Praise Musician: 
Richard Schmieg
Worship attendance: Last Sunday: 9:00 am -55
2/26/2017 


Budget
    

Actual   

Variance

Weekly Needs

$       4,321.00

$      2,955.00

-$        1,366.00
YTD Contributions
$   155,286.00

$    87,767.71
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