FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

March 5, 2017 9:00am
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Worship God – Grow in Faith – Love Our Neighbors
Sunday Worship 9:00 am

Youth & Adult Bible Study 10:30 am

  Toddler Praise and Play for 1-5 year olds 10:30 am
www.messiahlutherandowney.com

 Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer, Pastor


brucepeffer@sbcglobal.net








cell phone: 562-454-7330 

Gail Weinrich, Office Administrator

messiahdowney@gmail.com
First Sunday in Lent


March 5, 2017 
       
         

 9:00AM

A Ministry Card is in the hymnal holder in front of you.  Visitors are encouraged to fill it out so that we can send you a note of welcome.  Members and visitors alike may also use this card to make prayer requests.  Please pass the card to the center during the offering to be picked up by the ushers.  (Please do not put it in the offering plate so that it does not end up in the wrong place.)

Nursery and Activity Bags Available – We do have an unstaffed nursery available for parents of young children or infants who happen to need it.  Kids of all ages are eagerly welcomed in worship, but the facility is there when you need it.  We also have “Quiet Bags” containing children’s activities in the entryway to the sanctuary.  Please return the bags after service. 

Sunday School Opportunities:  After service (at 10:30) we offer Youth & Adult Bible Study opportunities which encompass all age groups, plus Toddler Praise and Play for 1-5 year olds.
Assisted Listening Device: are available, please contact an elder or ask an usher as you enter the church.

The Lord's Supper: We offer the choice of either wine or white grape juice, the grape juice is located in the center of the communion tray.
Adult Bible Study: on Sunday will meet in the Parish Hall each week.
Weekday Bible Study: are meeting again on Fridays, at 3 pm in the Parish Hall. 
Pastoral Need: if you have a need for Pastor Peffer you can call him on his cell at 562-454-7330.  
Prayer Circle: meets on Wednesday at 6:30 pm during Lent here at church.

PRESERVICE MUSIC

Beneath the Waters
PRELUDE           


Partita on DEO GRACIAS

       Michael Burkhardt

      O love, how deep, how broad, how high, beyond all thought and fantasy,

      That God, the Son of God, should take our mortal form for mortal’s sake!

       For us baptized, for us He bore his holy fast and hungered sore;

       For us temptation sharp He knew; for us the tempter overthrew. 
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 






         
+ PREPARATION +

HYMN OF INVOCATION   
       O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days
            LSB  418
Rise on the last stanza
INVOCATION 

Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.
SCRIPTURE RESPONSORY 

Pastor:

Lord God, we have gathered in your presence to hear your Word, to be 


convicted of sin, to be released from guilt and to be empowered for 


newness of life.    

People: 
Please open our ears, overcome our defenses, forgive our sins, and 


continue to pour forth your Holy Spirit.  
Pastor:
 
If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People: 
But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  

Pastor: 

Let us therefore confess to God, praying for forgiveness, grace and 


transformation.   

CONFESSION AND ABSLOUTION
Pastor: 
 
Dear Lord,  

All: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  


We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our 


whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 


deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, 


Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 


we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name.  Amen.  
Pastor: 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all yours sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 


by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 


Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: 
Amen!

PSALM OF THE DAY (read responsively, by half verse)


                 Psalm 31:1-7
KYRIE









     LSB 168-169
Pastor:

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 


God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Pastor:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

People:
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:
 
The Lord be with you.

People: 
And also with you.

Pastor: 

Let us pray:



O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 


brought them to the promised land.  Guide the people of Your Church 


that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world 


toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 


Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 


forever.
People: 
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE (please greet those immediately around you)
Please be seated  

+ WORD +

FIRST READING:



     
                     Genesis 3:1-21 ESV pg. 2
 (All readings and page numbers are taken from the ESV Bible in the pews)

Elder:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!
SECOND LESSON:




      
   Romans 5:12-19 ESV pg. 942
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

CHILDRENS' MESSAGE
Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel

LENTEN VERSE








             LSB 173
All Sing:
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 


anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.

THE HOLY GOSPEL:



        

    Matthew 4:1-11 ESV pg. 809
Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew chapter 4.
People:
Glory to You, O Lord.
Pastor:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:
Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY     

Before The Throne Of God Above

Verse 1

Before the throne of God above

I have a strong and perfect plea

A great High Priest whose name is Love

Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands

My name is written on His heart

I know that while in heav'n He stands

No tongue can bid me thence depart

No tongue can bid me thence depart

Verse 2

When Satan tempts me to despair

And tells me of the guilt within

Upward I look and see Him there

Who made an end of all my sin

Because the sinless Savior died

My sinful soul is counted free

For God the Just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me

To look on Him and pardon me

Verse 3

Behold Him there the Risen Lamb

My perfect spotless Righteousness

The great unchangeable I Am

The King of Glory and of grace

One with Himself I cannot die

My soul is purchased by His blood

My life is hid with Christ on high

With Christ my Savior and my God

With Christ my Savior and my God

CCLI Song # 2306412Charitie Lees Bancroft | Vikki Cook© 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 2829025

SERMON

“The Snake is Toast” (Satan is Defeated)
   Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer
SERMON TEXT






   
           Matthew 4:1-11
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen
OFFERING




Please do not put the white attendance cards in the offering plate
OFFERTORY


Redemption 






Solo
Please rise

DOXOLOGY                              






            LSB  805


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;


Praise Him, all creatures here below;



Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

Lord, in your mercy,



People: 
Hear our prayer. 

LORD'S PRAYER

People:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 


bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 


against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 


Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  


Amen.
+ HOLY COMMUNION +
PREFACE 

Pastor:

The Lord be with you.



People: 
And also with you.
Pastor: 

Lift up your hearts.



People:
We lift them to the Lord
Pastor: 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

People:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

Pastor:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross.  Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.  Therefore with angels and arch-angels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS 


“Holy, Holy, Holy”



             LSB 178
People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might:



Heav'n and earth are full of Your glory.



Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the 



name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI


Pastor:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People:
And also with you.  Amen.

AGNUS DEI                                                                                  



LSB 180


Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;


have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the



sin of the word: have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, 



You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace



 grant us peace.

Please be seated  

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORDS SUPPER

(Please come forward at the direction of the ushers.  You may immediately kneel at the altar for communion and leave when you are ready.  There will be a general blessing and dismissal after the whole congregation has communed.)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                  Lead Me to the Cross
Verse 1

Savior I come, quiet my soul

Remember 

Redemption's hill, where Your blood was spilled

For my ransom

Pre-Chorus

Everything I once held dear

I count it all as loss

Chorus 1

Lead me to the cross

Where Your love poured out

Bring me to my knees

Lord I lay me down

Rid me of myself

I belong to You

Oh lead me, lead me to the cross

Verse 2

You were as I, tempted and tried 

Human

The Word became flesh, bore my sin and death

Now You're risen

Pre-Chorus

Chorus 1

Bridge

To Your heart

To Your heart

Lead me to Your heart

Lead me to Your heart

Chorus 2

Lead me to the cross

Where Your love poured out

Bring me to my knees

Lord I lay me down

Rid me of myself

I belong to You

Oh lead me 

Chorus 1

CCLI Song # 4785828Brooke Ligertwood© 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 2829025
DISTRIBUTION SOLO
Please stand

BLESSING

NUNC DIMITTIS








             LSB 199


Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,



for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 


the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 


people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 


Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 


end.   Amen.

BENEDICTION 






                       Numbers 6:24-26
Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make His face shine on you



and be gracious to you.



The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
People:
Amen.
RINGING OF BELLS

(At the close of the services 3 bells are tolled. Please use this opportunity to reflect on your worship of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.)

SENDING

Pastor:

Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE


Cubierto Por Las Aguas (Me Levantaré)
Prayers  
Thanksgiving Requests

By Betty Curl for many blessings.

Health and Healing

For all those struggling with cancer, including: Kumar, friend of Lorena Genovez, diagnosed with cancer, Louis Force, brother of Cindy Hem, suffering from kidney, pancreatic and liver cancer .

For health, and healing for all who are weak, hospitalized, in poor health or in pain, including: Marlene Gaw's nephew Paul Moreno Jr. with a eating disorder, Sonya Mayoral, friend of Lucia Ramirez-Slade, who had shoulder surgery, Leona Swanson, Carol Kuttim in the hospital, Thelma Hawkins, Lenora Schuricht, Gus Ibanez, Ardith Chandler, and for those who are home bound, Cliff (and Dixie) Jensen and Judith (and Richard) Manis.

Special Requests

For the family of Maxine Gwinnup who's sister Mildred passed away.

For all the people who are being deported to their countries.

For our church to grow.

For the Kairos Ministry.

.
Announcements 
The altar flowers are given for Beth Hauser's birthday and Dave in memory of Elaine Lopez from her family for all the joy and that beautiful smile she gave the world.  We miss you and we love you.  

Newsletter:  Additional copies of the March newsletter are available in the narthex if you did not receive one or would like to have an additional copy.
Church Directory: It’s time to update your address, phone numbers, and email for the new directory.  In the narthex you will find a print out of names, addresses, phone numbers and emails, please check to see if all of your information is correct.  If it is correct please put OK by your name, if you need to make a correction or add information please PRINT the information on the sheet by your name.  Please  do not write over any of the information.

Lenten Services: From March 8 through April 5 be sure and plan to join us for Dinner and a Devo.  Dinner will be soup supper from 5 to 6 pm and then devotions from 6 to 6:30 pm.
Hope to see you there and bring a friend.
Pastor's Day Off:  Will be on Monday, March 6 as he has the Youth group on Friday this week.

Youth Group:  Meets on Friday, March 10 from 6-9 pm at Pastor's house and again on Friday, March 24 location to be determined.  Bring a friend!

Hygiene Help: Our next distribution is Saturday, March 11 .  Please bring hygiene items to the church office before Thursday.  You may also make a cash donation which would enable us to buy the items needed.  We will bag the items on Friday, March 10  in the parish hall at 10 am and then bring them to First Christian Church on Saturday at 9:30am.  If you wish to help bag and/or distribute please see Eric or Beth.
Daylight Savings:  On Sunday, March 12, Daylight Savings Begins, so be sure to set your clocks ahead 1 hour before your go to bed on Saturday night.

Trinity Christian School:  is hosting an Pen House on Friday, March 17 from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm.  Here is your opportunity to hear about there school and what they offer.  There is a brochures and flyers in the narthex if you are interested or know someone who might be. 

How the Reformation Changed Music: is a "conversation concert" being presented by First Friends Church in Whittier on Saturday, March 18 at 4:00 pm.  Please check the flyer or take a postcard that is in the narthex for more information.
Easter Lily Orders: If you would like to order a lily for Easter please use the flower envelope for ordering or the form from the newsletter.  There are also envelopes in the narthex for you to use.  Please print the information and return it with your check for $8.00 per plant.  All orders with payment must be received by next Sunday, March 19.
LWML News; Our next LWML planning meeting will be March 19 (a change from March 26) in the parish hall at 11:30 am
Coffee Signups for 2017: We are looking for coffee hosts for 2017.  If you would like to be a coffee host you can sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.  
New Flower Chart for 2017:.  There are several openings for flowers for March and the next several months.   If you would like to contribute flowers for the altar, please print the information on the chart and indicate the occasion.
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Messiah Lutheran Church

10711 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, Ca. 90241-4366

Phone (562) 923-1215   

www.messiahlutherandowney.com

Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer, Pastor


 cell phone: 562-454-7330  









brucepeffer@sbcglobal.net


Gail Weinrich, Office Administrator

messiahdowney@gmail.com
The Week of: 03/05/17

Today


9:00 am

Communion Service 







Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 







Toddler Praise and Play 

Wednesday


5:00-6:00 pm

Dinner - soup supper




6:00-6:30 pm

Devo




6:30 pm

Prayer Group
Friday


10:00 am

Bag Hygiene Help




3:00 pm

Bible Study



6:00-9:00 pm

Youth Group @ Pastor's

Saturday


9:30 am

Hygiene Help Distribution
Next Sunday


9:00 am

Worship Service 




10:30 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 









Toddler Praise and Play 
Assisting in God’s Worship Today 

Elders:


Mark Shocklee
Lectors:


Sidney Gomez
Ushers:


Ana Perez & Sidney Gomez
Greeter:


Jean Forsse
Also Serving:


Lore Page & Barbara Brown
Altar Care:


Betty Curl

Coffee Hosts:

Cindy Hem
Organist:


Aletheia Teague

Praise Musician: 
Richard Schmieg
Worship attendance: Last Sunday: 9:00 am -52
2/26/2017 


Budget
    

Actual   

Variance

Weekly Needs

$       4,321.00

$      2,230.00

-$        2,091.00
YTD Contributions
$   150,965.00

$    84,812.71
 
-$   [image: image1.jpg]


   66,152.29
6
16

