Yes!

[image: image1.png]HUIAPY

1st Sunday in Advent




“For no matter how many promises God has made,

They are Yes in Christ.”

2 Corinthians 1:20
Fourth Sunday in Advent

  December 18, 2016   

9:00AM

A Ministry Card is in the hymnal holder in front of you.  Visitors are encouraged to fill it out so that we can send you a note of welcome.  Members and visitors alike may also use this card to make prayer requests.  Please pass the card to the center during the offering to be picked up by the ushers.  (Please do not put it in the offering plate so that it does not end up in the wrong place.)

Nursery and Activity Bags Available – We do have an unstaffed nursery available for parents of young children or infants who happen to need it.  Kids of all ages are eagerly welcomed in worship, but the facility is there when you need it.  We also have “Quiet Bags” containing children’s activities in the entryway to the sanctuary.  Please return the bags after service. 

Sunday School Opportunities:  After service (at 10:30) we offer Youth & Adult Bible Study opportunities which encompass all age groups, plus Toddler Praise and Play for 1-5 year olds.
Assisted Listening Device: are available, please contact an elder or ask an usher as you enter the church.

The Lord's Supper: We offer the choice of either wine or white grape juice, the grape juice is located in the center of the communion tray.
Adult Bible Study: on Sunday will meet in the Parish Hall each week.
Weekday Bible Study: are meeting again on Fridays, at 2pm in the Parish Hall. 
Pastoral Need: if you have a need for Pastor Peffer you can call him on his cell at 562-454-7330.  
Prayer Circle: meets on Wednesday at 6pm here at church.

PRESERVICE MUSIC
PRELUDE           


O Savior. Rend the Heavens Wide         Kenneth Kosche 
WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ PREPARATION +

OPENING HYMN/SONG
 You Hold Me Now
Verse 1

On that day when I see

All that You have for me

When I see You face to face

There surrounded by Your grace

All my fears swept away

In the light of Your embrace

Where Your love is all I need

And forever I am free

PRE-CHORUS 1

Where the streets are made of gold

In Your presence healed and whole

Let the songs of heaven rise to You alone

Chorus 

No weeping no hurt or pain

No suffering You hold me now

You hold me now

No darkness no sick or lame

No hiding You hold me now

You hold me now

Verse 2

In this life I will stand

Through my joy and my pain

Knowing there's a greater day

There's a hope that never fails

Where Your Name is lifted high

And forever praises rise

For the glory of Your Name

I'm believing for the day

PRE-CHORUS 2

Where the wars and violence cease

All creation lives in peace

Let the songs of heaven rise to You alone

Chorus 

BRIDGE

For eternity

All my heart will give

All the glory to Your Name 

(Repeat)

Chorus 

CCLI Song # 5372151Matt Crocker | Reuben Morgan© 2008 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.comCCLI License # 2829025

Lighting the Fourth Advent candle – Love 
Pastor:

In a world where so many experience hatred,
People:
God lights a candle of love in our hearts as we wait for a Savior,
Pastor:

Who will be Immanuel, God with us,

People:
Christ the Lord.
Pastor:

Hear the word of the Lord from 1 John 4:7-11:

People:
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; 

Pastor:

and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
People:
The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
Pastor:

By this the love of God was manifested in us, 

People:
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we 



might live through Him. 
Pastor:

In this is love, not that we loved God, 

People:
but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our

 sins.
Pastor:

Beloved, if God so loved us, 

People:
we also ought to love one another.

(The 4th Advent candle is lit)

CONFESSION AND ABSLOUTION
Pastor:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.

Pastor:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth

People:
and He created humans in His own image.

Pastor:

God created us to join in His life of love

People:
and there was harmony in all God’s creation.

Pastor:

God said “YES!” to us and all creation.

People:
And we said “YES!” to God and lived a life of love.

Pastor:

But we humans rebelled against God.

People:
We said “NO!” to living under God as King.

Pastor:

So sin entered the world and with it death.

People:
And our sinful nature still rears its ugly head

Pastor:

every time we say “NO!” to God

People:
by refusing to love God above all things

Pastor:

and by refusing to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Therefore, we confess:

All:

Lord God, Heavenly Father, like Adam and Eve we have sinned against 


You by saying “NO!” to your gracious reign over our lives, by refusing to 


love You with all of our heart, 
soul, mind and strength, and by not fully 


loving our neighbor.   Forgive us for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus 


Christ.  
Speak Your “YES!” to us so that we might live.  Then restore us, 


by the Holy Spirit, to say “YES!” to a life of selfless love once again.  Amen.

Pastor:

God has answered our prayer even before we uttered it!  For while we 


were yet sinners, Christ died for us! (Romans 5:8).  God spoke His “YES!” to 


us by sending His Son to earn our righteousness, to pay for our rebellion on 


the cross, and to rise from death to make us God’s friends again.  And in 


our baptism God says “YES!” to us by connecting us with Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. (Romans 6:3-4).  All of God’s promises to us are “YES!” in Christ 

Jesus. (2 Cor. 1:20)  Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, 


and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 


and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. You are forgiven through faith in 


Jesus!  Now live for Him by saying “YES!” to a life of love.

People:
Amen!  We say “YES!” to a life of love!
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: 

The Lord be with you.

People: 
And also with you.
Pastor: 

Let us pray:     



Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth your Son, we pray, that he may 


lead home his bride, the Church, to the new heavens and earth that you 


have promised to us and all the redeemed; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 


and forever.

People:
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE (please greet those immediately around you)
Please be seated  

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: 



   
     
       Isaiah 11:1-10 ESV Pg. 575
(All readings and page numbers are taken from the ESV Bible in the pews)
Elder:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING:



           

     2 Peter 3:8-14 ESV Pg. 1019
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God!

Children’s Christmas Pageant

Please join us in singing the Christmas carols! (only the first verse of each, except for all verses on the last song)

Processional to “O Holy Night”

1st Reading – Luke 1:26-33

Song – O Holy Night

O Holy night, the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Til He appeared and the soul felt it's worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn
Fall on your knees

O hear the angel voices
O night divine!
O night when Christ was born
O night divine!
O night, o night divine!
2nd Reading  - Luke 2: 1-7
Song – O Little Town of Bethlehem

Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

3rd Reading – Luke 2:8-14
Song – Away in a Manger

Away in a manger
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus
Lay down His sweet head

The stars in the sky
Look down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay

4th Reading – Matthew 2:1-6
Song – The First Noel

The First Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds
in fields as they lay;
In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.
5th Reading – Matthew 2:9-12
Song – Joy to the World

Joy to the world! The Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart
Prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make 

His blessings flow

For as the curse is found,

For as the curse is found,

For as for as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.
SERMON            

"Yes! Paradise Restored!"
   
   Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer
SERMON TEXT





         Isaiah 11:1-10 and 2 Peter 3:8-14
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.

OFFERING  (Please do not put the white attendance cards in the offering plate
OFFERTORY   


Oh Jesus Sweet, Oh Jesus Mild
Please rise
DOXOLOGY                                                         




LSB 805



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;



Praise Him, all creatures here below;



Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

Lord, in your mercy,



People: 
Hear our prayer. 

LORD'S PRAYER

People:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 


bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 


against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 


Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  


Amen.
BENEDICTION 


  

          Numbers 6:24-26
Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord make His face shine on you



and be gracious to you.



The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
People:
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Oh Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide                              LSB 355
RINGING OF THE BELLS
SENDING



POSTLUDE:


I Am Not The Same 




Solo
Prayers 
Thanksgiving Requests

By the Hauser family for Eric's recovery for surgery and his healing of cancer, by Karen Yonar for healing her boss Dr. Sullivan who is now cancer free.  

Health and Healing

For all those struggling with cancer, including: George Oretega battling stomach cancer, Ezequiel Munoz with pancreatic cancer and Maricela Ponce De Leon with breast cancer, all friends of Lucian Ramirez-Slade, Louis Force, brother of Cindy Hem, suffering from kidney, pancreatic and liver cancer and Bill Spangler suffering with cancer.

For health, and healing for all who are weak, hospitalized, in poor health or in pain, including: For Dottie Jacobs with inflammation and auto-immunine problems, Leona Swanson who is in the hospital, Pastor Dustin Parker from Concordia, Cerritos, Pastor Mark Jennings, Leroy Pabst, organist at Good Shepherd, by Mark Shocklee for his mother-in-law and Marlene Gaw's mother, Gloria Moreno, who is in the hospital with congestive heart failure. Carol Kuttim, Thelma Hawkins, Lenora Schuricht who is back at Merridan, Gus Ibanez, Ardith Chandler, and for those who are home bound, Cliff (and Dixie) Jensen and Judith (and Richard) Manis.
Special Requests

For Maxine Gwinnup and her family on the death of her son Robert.

For Ron Fisher's son in law, Tim Sexton, who passed away on Thanksgiving Day from a massive heart attack, please pray for his wife Tracy and all the extended family as they deal with this sudden loss.

Announcements 
The altar flowers are given Jerry Higginbotham in memory of their anniversary and by Dave in memory of Elaine Lopez from her family for all the joy and that beautiful smile she gave the world.  We miss you and we love you.  

New Offering Envelopes: You can pick up your new box of offering envelopes for 2017 in the back pew in church, they are in alphabetical order.  Please do not start using the new boxes until January.   If you don't see a box of envelopes with your name please check with Cindy Hem.

TOYS FOR KIDS AT CHRISTMAS: Thank you to everyone who purchased gifts for the children at Ramona Elementary School in Bellflower and thank you to Ana Perez for putting together the names of the children.
Christmas Caroling:  Come join us Today at 12:30pm when we will going caroling to our shut-ins.

Game Night: has been cancelled for this month due to the busy season and illness.

Holiday Hours: Gail will be on vacation and off for the holidays on the following dates Friday, December 23 through December 27 and December 29 through January 3.  Pastor will be in while Gail is gone but please call before coming by as he may be out of the office on visits.
Newsletter:  We can always use some helping hands in getting the newsletter ready for mailing.  On Wednesday, December 28, we will be meeting at 9am to ready the January issue for mailing.  If you can help please take this as your invitation to come and join us.
Calling All Petal Pushers:  You are needed on Thursday, December 29,to help decorate the Rose Parade Floats.  For more information please see June Galipeau- Miraya.

Rose Parade: Don't forget to look for the Lutheran float in the Rose Parade on New Year's Day.

Coffee Signups for 2017: We are looking for coffee hosts for 2017.  If you would like to be a coffee host you can sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.  
New Flower Chart for 2017:.  The new flower chart is available in the If you would like to contribute flowers for the altar, please print the information on the chart and indicate the occasion.
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Holiday Services Schedule

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:  on December 24 at 4pm.  Be sure and invite family and friends to join us.

Christmas Day Service: at Messiah on Sunday, December 25 at 9am and bring your family and friends.

New Year’s Eve service: at 7 pm on December 31 at Good Shepherd in Downey.
Messiah Lutheran Church

10711 Paramount Blvd.

Downey, Ca. 90241-4366

Phone (562) 923-1215   

www.messiahlutherandowney.com

Rev. Dr. Bruce Peffer, Pastor


new cell phone: 562-454-7330  









brucepeffer@sbcglobal.net


Gail Weinrich, Office Administrator

messiahdowney@gmail.com
The Week of: 12/18/16

Today


9:00 am

Worship Service with Children's Program



10:30 am

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 








Toddler Praise and Play Rally



12:30 pm

Caroling

Monday





Game Nite cancelled
Wednesday


6:00 pm

Prayer Group
Friday 





Office Closed
Saturday


4:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Next Sunday


9:00 am

Christmas Day Service with Communion 






No Bible Class or Sunday School
Assisting in God’s Worship Today 

Elders:


Mark Shocklee
Lectors:


Sidney Gomez
Ushers:


Ana Perez & Sidney Gomez
Greeter:


Barbara Mayson
Also Serving:


Jo Ann Dennis & Elyse Hetland
Altar Care:


Betty Curl

Coffee Hosts:

Betty Curl

Organist:

 Angela Teague

Praise Musician: 
Richard Schmieg

Worship attendance: Last Sunday: 9:00 am - 60
12/11/16 


Budget
    

Actual   

Variance

Weekly Needs

$       4,321.00

$      3,131.00

-$       1,190.00
YTD Contributions
$    103,704.00

$    54,764.61
 
-$   [image: image2.jpg]


   48,939.39
6
12

